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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 05860 171026Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 
CAB-02 COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 FAA-00 /066W 

180057Z 077554/73 

R 17093 1Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 185 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 5860 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAIR, LA, TH 

SUB J : LAO-THAI RELATIONS 

REF: (A) BANGKOK 3569 (B) VIENTIANE 485 (ALL NOTAL) 

1 . THIRTEEN-MAN LAO DELEGATION HEADED BY DEFENSE DEPUTY UNDER- 
SECRETARY THAO DAMDUAN PROMDUANGSI VISITED NONG KHAI MAR 14 TO 
PICK UP LAO L-19 WHICH DEFECTING PILOT FLEW TO THAILAND SOME TIME 
AGO. VISIT WAS SECOND IN SERIES, FIRST OCCURRING A MONTH EARLIER 
WHEN LAO RETRIEVED THREE PLANES (REF A). LAO DID NOT TAKE BACK 
THE L-19 BECAUSE THEY WERE APPARENTLY NOT CERTAIN IT WAS FLY ABLE, 
REPORTEDLY TELLING THAI AUTHORITIES THEY WILL RETURN LATER TO TOW 
THE PLANE BACK TO VIENTIANE. VISIT DEMONSTRATED CONTINUED LAO- 
THAI COOPERATION ON RETURN OF AIRCRAFT, AS NOTED REF B. 

2. PERHAPS AS PARTIAL SPIN-OFF OF THIS SPIRIT, LAO AND THAI 
AVIATION COMPANIES APPEAR TO HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT PAVING THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 05860 171026Z 

WAY FOR RESUMPTION OF FLIGHTS BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND BANGKOK. 
ACCORDING TO THE NATION OF MAR 16, TAC DELEGATION IS EXPECTED 
TO VISIT VIENTIANE TO SIGN AGREEMENTS ON TICKET SALES AND 
GROUND HANDLING THIS WEEK, AT SAME TIME REQUESTING LAO AUTHORITIES 
TO REDUCE PROPOSED HANDLING FEE OF $305 PER FLIGHT. ARTICLE QUOTED 
INFORMED SOURCES AS SAYING FLIGHTS WILL RESUME EARLY NEXT MONTH. 

IT SAID AGREEMENT WILL READ THAT LAO AND THAI WILL BE RESPONSIBLE 
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FOR TICKET SALES AND GROUND HANDLING FOR EACH OTHER IN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES, WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OTHER KEEPING 
AN EYE ON THEIR INTERESTS. AIRFARE WILL RISE FROM $47 TO $65. 

TAC WILL PROPOSE FLYING THREE FLIGHTS PER WEEK, AND LAO AVIATION 
HAS ALREADY INDICATED IT WISHES TO OPERATE FLIGHTS ON THURSDAYS 
AND SATURDAYS. COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY HAS EXPRESSED NO OBIECTION 
TO LAO FLYING SOVIET (AN-24B) AIRCRAFT WITH SOVIET PILOTS, 

ACCORDING TO ARTICLE. 

3. KNOWLEDGEABLE MFA OFFICIAL ADVISES THAT ARTICLE IS "VERY 
ACCURATE". HE SAID QUESTION OF REPATRIATION OF FUNDS AND 
FLIGHT FREQUENCY WERE PRINCIPAL STUMBLING BLOCKS ON THAI SIDE 
BUT THAT EVERYTHING NOW APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT. HE 
ADDED THAT RTG IS IN AGREEMENT WITH PROPOSED ACCORDS AND HAS 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO TAC TO FINALIZE AND SIGN THEM. 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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